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(ELEN COULD SEE WHAT SHE GUESSED WAS THE 2IVER 3TYX

JUST OFF TO HER LEFT� )T WAS A ROARING TORRENT� RIDDLED WITH

ICEBERGS� .O SANE PERSON WOULD DARE SWIM ACROSS IT�

&EELING STRANDED� SHE LIMPED AROUND IN A TIGHT CIRCLE� !

QUICK SCAN OF THE HORIZON SHOWED THAT THERE WAS NO ONE

ELSE�ON�THE�BARREN PLAIN�

@$AMN IT�� SHE SWORE TO HERSELF� HER VOICE BREAKING�

(ER VOCAL CORDS WERE NOT COMPLETELY HEALED� ,ESS THAN

AN HOUR AGO� !RES HAD SLIT HER THROAT� AND ALTHOUGH IT STILL

HURT WHEN SHE SPOKE� CUSSING MADE HER FEEL BETTER� @3O

TYPICAL��

3HE�D JUST MADE A PROMISE TO HER FRIEND :ACH� (E WAS

DYING IN HER ARMS� AND SHE�D SWORN THAT SHE WOULD MAKE

SURE THAT HE DRANK FROM THE 2IVER OF *OY IN THE AFTERLIFE�

:ACH HAD SACRIlCED HIMSELF TO HELP HER� AND IN HIS lNAL

MOMENTS HE�D GIVEN HER THE CLUE THAT HAD ALLOWED HER TO

KILL !UTOMEDON AND SAVE ,UCAS AND /RION�

(ELEN INTENDED TO KEEP HER PROMISE TO :ACH EVEN IF

SHE HAD TO CARRY HIM TO THE %LYSIAN &IELDS AND RIGHT UP

TO THE BANKS OF THE 2IVER OF *OY HERSELF n BROKEN RIBS�
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WONKY LEG AND ALL� "UT FOR SOME REASON� HER USUAL WAY OF

NAVIGATING IN THE 5NDERWORLD WASN�T WORKING� .ORMALLY�

ALL SHE HAD TO DO WAS SAY OUT LOUD WHAT SHE WANTED AND

IT JUST HAPPENED�

3HE WAS THE $ESCENDER� WHICH MEANT THAT SHE WAS

ONE OF THE EXCEEDINGLY FEW 3CIONS WHO COULD GO DOWN TO

THE 5NDERWORLD IN HER LIVING BODY AND NOT JUST AS A SPIRIT�

3HE COULD EVEN CONTROL THE LANDSCAPE TO A CERTAIN EXTENT�

BUT OF COURSE JUST WHEN SHE NEEDED THAT TALENT THE MOST IT

FOUND A WAY TO GO ON THE FRITZ� )T WAS JUST SO 'REEK� /NE OF

THE THINGS (ELEN RESENTED THE MOST ABOUT BEING A 3CION

WAS THAT IT MEANT THAT THERE WAS AN APPALLING AMOUNT OF

IRONY IN HER LIFE�

(ELEN PINCHED HER BRUISED LIPS TOGETHER IN FRUSTRATION

AND RAISED HER HOARSE VOICE TO THE EMPTY SKY� @) SAID n )

WANT TO APPEAR BY :ACH�S SPIRITÐ�

@) HAVE THAT ONE�S SOUL� NIECE��

(ELEN SPUN ROUND AND SAW (ADES� LORD OF THE

5NDERWORLD� STANDING SEVERAL PACES BEHIND HER� 4ALL AND

POISED� HE WAS WREATHED IN SHADOWS THAT DISSIPATED LIKE

lNGERS OF FOG RELAXING THEIR GRIP� 4HE (ELM OF $ARKNESS

AND THE EXTRA YARDS OF FABRIC FROM THE BLACK TOGA HE WORE

OBSCURED MOST OF HIS FACE� BUT SHE COULD JUST MAKE OUT

HIS LUSH MOUTH AND SQUARE CHIN� 4HE REST OF HIS TOGA WAS

DRAPED OVER HIS BODY LIKE A DECORATIVE AFTERTHOUGHT� (ALF

OF HIS SMOOTH CHEST AND HIS POWERFUL ARMS AND LEGS WERE

BARE� (ELEN SWALLOWED AND CONCENTRATED ON FOCUSING HER

SWOLLEN EYES�
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@3IT� PLEASE� "EFORE YOU FALL�� HE SAID SOFTLY� 4WO SIMPLE�

PADDED FOLDING CHAIRS APPEARED� AND (ELEN EASED HER

ABUSED BODY INTO ONE WHILE (ADES TOOK THE OTHER� @9OU

ARE STILL WOUNDED� 7HY DID YOU COME HERE WHEN YOU

SHOULD BE HEALING��

@) HAVE TO GUIDE MY FRIEND TO PARADISE� 7HERE HE

BELONGS�� (ELEN�S VOICE TREMBLED WITH FEAR� ALTHOUGH

(ADES HAD NEVER HURT HER� 5NLIKE !RES� THE GOD WHO

HAD JUST TORTURED HER� (ADES HAD ALWAYS BEEN RELATIVELY

KIND� "UT HE WAS STILL THE LORD OF THE DEAD� AND THE

SHADOWS AROUND HIM WERE lLLED WITH THE WHISPERS OF

GHOSTS�

@7HAT MAKES YOU THINK THAT YOU KNOW WHERE :ACH�S

SOUL BELONGS�� HE ASKED�

@(E WAS A HERO � � � -AYBE NOT AT THE BEGINNING WHEN

HE WAS STILL BEING A JACKASS� BUT AT THE END� AND THAT�S

THE BIT THAT COUNTS� RIGHT� !ND HEROES GO TO THE %LYSIAN

&IELDS��

@) WASN�T QUESTIONING :ACH�S VALOUR�� (ADES REMINDED

HER GENTLY� @7HAT ) ASKED WAS� WHAT MAKES YOU lT TO JUDGE

HIS SOUL��

@) � � � HUH�� (ELEN BLURTED OUT� CONFUSED� 3HE�D TAKEN

ONE TOO MANY KNOCKS TO THE HEAD THAT NIGHT� AND SHE

WASN�T UP TO A LESSON IN SEMANTICS� @,OOK� ) DIDN�T COME

HERE TO JUDGE ANYONE� ) MADE A PROMISE� AND ) JUST WANT

TO KEEP IT��

@!ND YET )�M THE ONE WHO MAKES THE DECISIONS HERE�

.OT YOU��
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(ELEN HAD NO ARGUMENT FOR THAT� 4HIS WAS HIS WORLD�

!LL SHE COULD DO WAS STARE AT HIM PLEADINGLY�

(ADES�S SOFT MOUTH CURVED INTO A DISTANT SMILE� AND

HE SEEMED TO CONSIDER WHAT (ELEN HAD SAID� @4HE WAY

YOU HANDLED THE FREEING OF THE &URIES PROVED THAT YOU ARE

COMPASSIONATE� ! GOOD START n BUT )�M AFRAID COMPASSION

IS NOT ENOUGH� (ELEN� 9OU LACK UNDERSTANDING��

@7AS THAT A TEST THEN� 4HE &URIES�� !N ACCUSING NOTE

CREPT INTO HER VOICE AS (ELEN RECALLED WHAT SHE AND /RION

HAD GONE THROUGH ON HER LAST MISSION IN THE 5NDERWORLD�

3HE GOT EVEN ANGRIER WHEN SHE CONSIDERED WHAT THE

&URIES THEMSELVES WENT THROUGH� )F THOSE THREE GIRLS WERE

TORMENTED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS JUST TO PROVE THAT (ELEN

WAS A COMPASSIONATE PERSON� THEN THERE WAS SOMETHING

TERRIBLY WRONG WITH THE UNIVERSE�

@4EST�� (ADES�S LOVELY MOUTH TWISTED BITTERLY ROUND

THE WORD� AS IF HE COULD READ (ELEN�S THOUGHTS AND AGREED

WITH HER� @)F LIFE IS A TEST� THEN WHO DO YOU THINK GRADES

IT��

@9OU�� SHE GUESSED�

@9OU STILL DON�T UNDERSTAND�� (E SIGHED� @9OU DON�T

EVEN UNDERSTAND WHAT THIS IS�� (E GESTURED TO THE LAND

AROUND HIM� INDICATING THE 5NDERWORLD� @/R WHAT YOU

ARE� 4HEY CALL YOU THE $ESCENDER BECAUSE YOU CAN COME

HERE AT WILL� BUT THE ABILITY TO ENTER THE 5NDERWORLD IS

THE SMALLEST MANIFESTATION OF YOUR POWER� 9OU DO NOT

UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU ARE ENOUGH TO JUDGE OTHERS YET��

@(ELP ME THEN�� (E SEEMED SO SAD� SO BEAT DOWN BY
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HIS LOT IN LIFE� 3HE SUDDENLY WANTED TO SEE HIS EYES VERY

BADLY AND LEANED CLOSER TO (ADES� TRYING TO DIP HER HEAD

DOWN TO SEE UNDER THE FABRIC OBSCURING HIS FACE� @) WANT

TO UNDERSTAND��

4HE SHADOWS SPUN OUT AGAIN� HIDING HIM AND

MURMURING THE REGRETS OF THE DEAD� (ELEN�S INSIDES

CHILLED� 4HE WORDS FROM THE TYRANT PROPHECY CAME TO HER

MIND n BORN TO BITTERNESS� 3HE SAT BACK�

@3HADOWMASTERS�� (ELEN WHISPERED� @$O THEY GET THEIR

POWER FROM YOU��

@! LONG TIME AGO� A WOMAN KNOWN AS -ORGAN ,A

&EY FROM THE (OUSE OF 4HEBES HAD THE SAME TALENT YOU

HAVE n THE ONE THAT ALLOWS YOU TO COME TO THE5NDERWORLD�

3HE BORE ME A SON NAMED -ORDRED� AND SINCE THEN MY

BURDEN HAS HAUNTED THE (OUSE OF 4HEBES�� (IS VOICE

TRAILED OFF REGRETFULLY BEFORE HE STOOD AND HELD OUT A HAND

TO HER� 3HE SLIPPED HER HAND INTO HIS AND ALLOWED HIM TO

HELP HER STAND� @9OU MUST GO BACK NOW� #OME TO ME AS

OFTEN AS YOU LIKE� NIECE� AND ) WILL TRY MY BEST TO BRING

YOU TO UNDERSTANDING�� (ADES TILTED HIS HEAD TO THE SIDE

AND LAUGHED QUIETLY TO HIMSELF� (IS LIPS PARTED� REVEALING

DIAMONDSHAPED INCISORS� @4HAT�S WHY )�VE ALLOWED YOU�

AND THOSE WITH THE SAME TALENT BEFORE YOU� TO ENTER MY

REALM n TO LEARN ABOUT YOURSELVES� "UT RIGHT NOW YOU ARE

TOO BADLY INJURED TO BE HERE��

4HE WORLD SHIFTED� AND (ELEN FELT HIS MILEWIDE HAND

LIFTING HER OUT OF THE 5NDERWORLD AND PLACING HER GENTLY

BACK IN HER BED�
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@7AITÐ7HAT ABOUT :ACH�� SHE ASKED� !S (ADES RELEASED

HER� (ELEN HEARD HIM WHISPER IN HER EAR�

@:ACH DRINKS FROM THE 2IVER OF *OY� ) SWEAR IT� 2EST

NOW� NIECE��

(ELEN REACHED OUT TO MOVE THE SHADOWS AWAY FROM

HIS FACE� BUT (ADES HAD ALREADY LEFT HER� 3HE FELL INTO A

DEEP SLUMBER� HER BROKEN BODY GREEDILY SUCKING UP SLEEP

AS IT TRIED TO HEAL ITSELF�

!FTER !RES WAS SEALED AWAY IN 4ARTARUS AND THE RIFT IN

THE GROUND CLOSED� $APHNE HAD CAREFULLY COLLECTED HER

DAUGHTER�S BROKEN BODY AS #ASTOR CARRIED ,UCAS AND(ECTOR

CARRIED /RION BACK TO THE $ELOS COMPOUND� $APHNE HAD

ONLY BEEN RUNNING FOR A FEW MOMENTS WHEN HER DAUGHTER

FELL ASLEEP IN HER ARMS� &OR A MOMENT� $APHNE WAS

WORRIED� (ELEN�S INJURIES HAD BEEN HORRIBLE n SOME OF THE

WORST $APHNE HAD EVER SEEN n BUT WHEN SHE LISTENED FOR

THE SOUND OF (ELEN�S HEART� SHE HEARD IT BEATING SLOWLY

BUT STEADILY�

)T WASN�T MUCH PAST DAWN BY THE TIME THEY MADE IT

BACK TO .ANTUCKET FROM THE CAVES ON THE -ASSACHUSETTS

MAINLAND� )N THE EARLY MORNING LIGHT� $APHNE CARRIED

(ELEN UP THE $ELOS STAIRCASE AND DOWN THE HALLWAY TO

THE lRST ROOM SHE COULD lND THAT SEEMED TO BELONG TO

A GIRL� 3HE LOOKED REGRETFULLY AT THE PRETTY SILK COMFORTER

THAT HER lLTHY� BLOODSOAKED DAUGHTER WAS ABOUT TO RUIN�

.OT THAT IT MATTERED� 4HE (OUSE OF 4HEBES HAD A LARGE

ENOUGH FORTUNE TO REPLACE IT� ! FORTUNE THAT HAD� IN PART�
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ONCE BELONGED TO $APHNE AND (ELEN�S (OUSE n THE (OUSE

OF !TREUS�

4ANTALUS COULD SCREAM @HOLY WAR� AND RANT ABOUT HOW

IT WAS THE @3CIONS� TURN� TO RULE AS MUCH AS HE WANTED�

BUT HE�D NEVER FOOLED THE (EADS OF THE OTHER (OUSES� 4HE

0URGE SOME TWENTY YEARS AGO WAS JUST AS MUCH A GRAB FOR

THE OTHER (OUSES� WEALTH AS IT WAS A GRAB FOR IMMORTALITY�

4HE PROPHECY THAT HAD STARTED THE 0URGE SAID THAT

WHEN THE &OUR (OUSES WERE MADE INTO /NE (OUSE BY THE

SHEDDING OF BLOOD� THEN !TLANTIS WOULD RISE AGAIN� 4HE

EXACT WORDING THAT $APHNE HADMEMORIZED STATED THAT IN

THE NEW !TLANTIS� THE 3CIONS COULD lND IMMORTALITY� 4HE

PROPHECY DIDN�T ACTUALLY SAY THAT THE 3CIONS WOULD BECOME

IMMORTAL n IT JUST SAID THEY COULD lND IMMORTALITY THERE�

$APHNE WASN�T OPTIMISTIC ENOUGH TO THINK IMMORTALITY

WAS A SURE THING� "UT 4ANTALUS WAS� AND HE�D USED THIS

PROPHECY TO RALLY THE (UNDRED #OUSINS OF 4HEBES AROUND

HIM TO KILL OFF ALL THE OTHER (OUSES�

4HE WHOLE THING WAS A SHAM� AS FAR AS $APHNE WAS

CONCERNED� SANCTIlED BY A LOT OF MUMBO JUMBO FROM

THE LAST /RACLE n WHO THEY ALL KNEW HAD GONE CRAZY AFTER

MAKING HER lRST PROPHECY� "UT IT WORKED�

,OTS OF 3CIONS LEFT THEIR VAST PROPERTIES BEHIND TO BE

PLUNDERED BY THE (OUSE OF 4HEBES IN ORDER TO PLAY DEAD

AND AVOID THE SLAUGHTER n LIKE $AEDALUS AND ,EDA� /RION�S

PARENTS� ,IKE $APHNE HERSELF� "UT $APHNE HAD NEVER

CARED FOR MONEY� 4HEN AGAIN� SHE�D NEVER HAD ANY MORAL

QUALMS ABOUT TAKING MONEY WHEN SHE NEEDED IT� /THER
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3CIONS� LIKE /RION AND HIS PARENTS� DID HAVE QUALMS

ABOUT THEFT� AND THEY�D STRUGGLED FOR THE LAST TWO DECADES

WHILE THE (OUSE OF 4HEBES LIVED IN LUXURY� 2EMEMBERING

THIS� $APHNE PLACED (ELEN ON THE BED AND DESTROYED THE

LOVELY COMFORTER WITH A LITTLE SMILE�

"EFORE $APHNE COULD TURN TO GET WATER AND GAUZE

TO CLEAN HER DAUGHTER�S RAPIDLY HEALING WOUNDS� (ELEN

DISAPPEARED AND LIFEDRAINING COLD TOOK HER PLACE�

$APHNE ASSUMED THAT (ELEN HAD DESCENDED� 4IME TICKED

BY� $APHNE WAITED� HER ANXIETY GROWING WITH EACH

MOMENT� 3HE HAD THOUGHT THAT TRIPS TO THE 5NDERWORLD

WERE INSTANTANEOUS n THAT TIME DIDN�T PASS� 3O MUCH TIME

WENT BY THAT $APHNE BEGAN TO WONDER IF SHE SHOULD WAKE

UP THE REST OF THE HOUSE� BUT BEFORE SHE MADE A MOVE

(ELEN REAPPEARED� (ER BODY SMELT LIKE THE BARREN AIR OF

THE 5NDERWORLD�

$APHNE�S TEETH CHATTERED� NOT FROM THE COLD� BUT FROM

THE FEARFUL MEMORIES THE SMELL OF THAT AIR AWOKE IN HER�

3HE HAD NEARLY DIED SO MANY TIMES NOW THAT SHE COULD

GUESS WHAT PART OF THE 5NDERWORLD (ELEN HAD VISITED�

4HE SMELL WAS NOT BAKED ENOUGH TO BE THE DRY LANDS� AND

THERE WAS A TOUCH OF DAMP MUD CLINGING TO (ELEN�S FEET�

$APHNE GUESSED THAT MEANT SHE MUST HAVE GONE TO THE

BANKS OF THE 2IVER 3TYX ITSELF�

@(ELEN�� $APHNE COOED� 3HE SMOOTHED HER DAUGHTER�S

HAIR AND PEERED INTO HER CHILLED FACE�

(ELEN HAD BEEN TERRIBLY INJURED IN HER BATTLE WITH

!RES� BUT IF SHE WERE GOING TO DIE $APHNE KNEW SHE
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WOULD BE DEAD ALREADY� (ELEN MUST HAVE USED HER ABILITY

TO DESCEND TO THE 5NDERWORLD ON PURPOSE� PROBABLY TO

LOOK FOR HER NEWLY DEAD FRIEND n THE ENVIOUS ONE WHO�D

UNFORTUNATELY GOT HIMSELF ENSLAVED BY !UTOMEDON�

-ORE THAN ONCE� $APHNE HAD GONE ON SIMILAR

JOURNEYS LOOKING FOR !JAX� BUT SHE DID NOT HAVE HER

DAUGHTER�S ABILITY TO COME AND GO IN THE 5NDERWORLD AT

WILL� 3HE�D HAD TO ALL BUT DIE TO GET THERE� !FTER !JAX HAD

BEEN MURDERED� SHE HAD NO WILL TO LIVE� BUT SHE KNEW THAT

KILLING HERSELF WOULDN�T REUNITE HERWITH HER LOST HUSBAND�

$APHNE HAD TO DIE IN BATTLE LIKE !JAX HAD� OR SHE WOULD

NEVER END UP IN THE SAME PART OF THE 5NDERWORLD� (EROES

WENT TO THE %LYSIAN &IELDS� 3UICIDES WENT n WHO KNOWS

WHERE� 3HE HAD THROWN HERSELF INTO EVERY HONOURABLE

lGHT SHE COULD lND� 3HE SOUGHT OUT THE OTHER 3CIONS IN

HIDING AND RECKLESSLY DEFENDED THE WEAK AND THE YOUNG n

JUST AS SHE�D DONE FOR /RION WHEN HE WAS A LITTLE BOY�

-ANY TIMES� $APHNE HAD BEEN NEARLY KILLED IN BATTLE

AND MADE THE JOURNEY DOWN TO THE 5NDERWORLD� ALWAYS

SEEKING HER HUSBAND BY THE BANKS OF THE 2IVER 3TYX�

"UT ALL SHE HAD FOUND WAS (ADES� 5NRELENTING�

ENIGMATIC (ADES� WHO WOULD NOT RESTORE HER HUSBAND TO

LIFE AND TAKE HER INSTEAD NO MATTER HOW MUCH SHE BEGGED

OR BARGAINED� 4HE LORD OF THE DEAD DID NOT MAKE DEALS�

3HE HOPED (ELEN HADN�T DESCENDED IN THE HOPES THAT SHE

COULD RAISE HER FRIEND BACK TO LIFE� )T WAS A FOOL�S ERRAND n

FOR NOW� ANYWAY� "UT $APHNE HAD BEEN WORKING FOR

NEARLY TWO DECADES TO CHANGE THAT�
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@#AN�T SEE YOU�� (ELEN MURMURED� AND HER lNGERS

mEXED� LIKE SHE WAS TRYING TO GRAB SOMETHING� $APHNE

IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTOOD� 3HE TOO HAD WANTED

DESPERATELY TO SEE (ADES AND HAD TRIED TO PULL THE (ELM

OF $ARKNESS OFF HIS HEAD� %VENTUALLY� AFTER $APHNE HALF

DIED ENOUGH TIMES TO PAY OFF ALL HER BLOOD DEBTS AND RID

HERSELF OF THE &URIES� (ADES HAD lNALLY SHOWN HER HIS

FACE�

)T WAS RECOGNIZING (ADES THAT HAD SET HER PLAN IN

MOTION� 4HE PLAN THAT HAD BROKEN HER ONLY DAUGHTER�S

HEART BY SEPARATING HER FROM THE ONE SHE LOVED�

@/H� 3ORRY�� -ATT SAID FROM THE DOORWAY� STARTLING

$APHNE OUT OF HER SPIRALLING THOUGHTS� 3HE WIPED HER

DAMP FACE AND TURNED TO SEE THAT -ATT HAD !RIADNE

DRAPED LIMPLY ACROSS HIS ARMS� 3HE WAS A GHASTLY SHADE

OF GREY AND BARELY CONSCIOUS� HAVING EXHAUSTED HERSELF

TRYING TO HEAL *ERRY� @3HE WANTED TO SLEEP IN HER OWN

ROOM��

@)�M SURE THEY�LL BOTH lT�� SHE SAID� GESTURING TO THE

WIDE BED� @) DIDN�T KNOW WHERE ELSE TO TAKE (ELEN��

@3EEMS LIKE THERE�S AN INJURED PERSON ON EVERY PIECE

OF FURNITURE IN THE HOUSE�� -ATT SAID� (E CARRIED !RIADNE

OVER AND LAID HER DOWN GENTLY NEXT TO (ELEN�

3TRONG BOY� $APHNE THOUGHT� STARING AT (ELEN�S FRIEND�

@)T�LL BE EASIER TO WATCH OVER THEM TOGETHER� ANYWAY��

$APHNE SAID� STILL SURVEYING -ATT�

(E�D SHAPED UP AND PUT ON A LOT OF MUSCLE SINCE LAST

SHE�D SEEN HIM� BUT EVEN SO� !RIADNE WAS A BUXOM GIRL�
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NOT A WILLOWY THING LIKE (ELEN� AND -ATT WASN�T EVEN

BREATHING HARD AFTER CARRYING HER DOWN THE LONG HALLWAY�

!RIADNE MUMBLED SOMETHING UNINTELLIGIBLE TO -ATT

BEFORE HE PULLED AWAY� HER FACE CRINKLED IN PROTEST AT

HIS DEPARTURE� (E STOPPED TO SMOOTH HER HAIR� $APHNE

COULD NEARLY SMELL THE LOVE WAFTING OFF HIM AND lLLING

THE ROOM� LIKE SOMETHING SWEET AND DELICIOUS BAKING IN

AN OVEN�

@)�LL BE BACK SOON�� HE WHISPERED� !RIADNE�S EYES

mUTTERED AND THEN STILLED AS SHE FELL INTO A DEEP SLEEP�

(E RAN HIS LIPS ACROSS HER CHEEK� STEALING THE SMALLEST OF

KISSES� (E TURNED TO $APHNE AND LOOKED DOWN AT (ELEN�

@9OU NEED ANYTHING��

@) CAN HANDLE IT� 'O� $O WHAT YOU NEED TO DO�� (E

GAVE HER A GRATEFUL LOOK� AND SHE WATCHED HIM STRIDE OUT

OF THE ROOM n BACK STRAIGHT AND SHOULDERS SQUARED IN THE

NEW LIGHT OF MORNING�

,IKE A WARRIOR�

(ELEN SAW HERSELF RUNNING DOWN A BEACH TOWARDS THE

BIGGEST LIGHTHOUSE SHE�D EVER SEEN�

)T WAS STRANGE AT lRST� (OW IN THE WORLD COULD SHE BE

WATCHING HERSELF LIKE SHE WAS WATCHING A MOVIE� )T DIDN�T

FEEL LIKE A DREAM� .O DREAM HAD EVER FELT SO REAL OR BEEN

SO LOGICAL� 3TILL NOT UNDERSTANDING WHAT WAS GOING ON�

SHE QUICKLY GOT WRAPPED UP IN THE DRAMA AND JUST WENT

WITH IT�

$REAM (ELEN WAS WEARING A LONG� DIAPHANOUS WHITE
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DRESS� HELD TOGETHER BY A RICHLY EMBROIDERED GIRDLE� (ER

SHEER VEIL HAD COME LOOSE FROM THE PINS IN HER HAIR� AND

STREAMED BEHIND HER AS SHE RAN� 3HE LOOKED FRIGHTENED�

!S THE GIANT LIGHTHOUSE LOOMED CLOSER� (ELEN SAW HER

DREAMSELF RECOGNIZE A lGURE STANDING AT ONE OF THE

POINTS OF THE OCTAGONAL BASE� 3HE SAW A mASH OF BRONZE

AS THE lGURE UNDID THE BUCKLES AT HIS NECK AND WAIST�

AND ALLOWED HIS BREASTPLATE TO FALL INTO THE SAND� 3HE SAW

HERSELF CRY OUT WITH HAPPINESS AND PICK UP SPEED�

!FTER SHEDDING HALF HIS ARMOUR� THE TALL� DARK YOUNG

MAN TURNED AT THE SOUND OF HER VOICE AND RAN TOWARDS HER�

MEETING HER HALFWAY� 4HE TWO LOVERS CRASHED TOGETHER�

(E CAUGHT HER UP AGAINST HIS CHEST AND KISSED HER� (ELEN

WATCHED HERSELF THROW HER ARMS ROUND HIS NECK AND KISS

HIM BACK� THEN PULL AWAY SO SHE COULD KISS HIS FACE OVER

AND OVER IN A DOZEN DIFFERENT PLACES n AS IF SHE WANTED

TO COVER EVERY BIT OF HIM� (ELEN�S MIND DRIFTED CLOSER TO

THE ENTWINED PAIR� ALREADY KNOWING WHO THE OTHER (ELEN

WAS KISSING�

,UCAS� (E WAS STRANGELY DRESSED AND WEARING A SWORD

ROUND HIS WAIST� (E HAD SANDALS ON HIS FEET� AND HIS HANDS

WERE WRAPPED WITH WORN LEATHER STRAPS AND COVERED WITH

BRONZE GAUNTLETS� BUT IT WAS REALLY HIM� %VEN THE LAUGH

HE GAVE AS THE OTHER (ELEN SMOTHERED HIM WITH KISSES

WAS THE SAME�

@)�VE MISSED YOUÐ� THE OTHER (ELEN CRIED�

@! WEEK IS FAR TOO LONG�� HE AGREED SOFTLY�

4HE WORDS WERE NOT %NGLISH� BUT (ELEN UNDERSTOOD
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THEM JUST THE SAME� 4HE MEANING ECHOED IN HER HEAD�

JUST AS THE RELIEF OF BEING REUNITED WITH HER LOVE ECHOED

THROUGH HER n AS IF IT WERE HER BODY PRESSED AGAINST HIS�

3UDDENLY� (ELEN KNEW THAT IT WAS HER BODY� OR HAD BEEN�

ONCE� 3HE HAD SPOKEN THIS LANGUAGE� AND SHE HAD FELT

THIS KISS BEFORE� 4HIS WASN�T A DREAM� )T FELT MORE LIKE A

MEMORY�

@3O YOU�RE COMING WITH ME�� HE SAID URGENTLY�

CATCHING HER FACE IN HIS HANDS AND FORCING HER TO LOOK AT

HIM� (IS EYES GLOWED WITH HOPE� @9OU�LL DO IT��

4HE OTHER (ELEN�S FACE FELL� @7HY� ALWAYS� DO YOU TALK

OF TOMORROW� #AN�T WE JUST ENJOY RIGHT NOW��

@-Y SHIP LEAVES TOMORROW�� (E LET HER GO AND PULLED

AWAY� HURT�

@0ARIS � � ��

@9OU ARE MY WIFEÐ� HE SHOUTED� PACING IN A CIRCLE AND

TUGGING HIS HAND THROUGH HIS HAIR EXACTLY LIKE ,UCAS DID

WHEN HE WAS FRUSTRATED� @) GAVE !PHRODITE THE GOLDEN

APPLE� ) CHOSE LOVE n ) CHOSE YOU OVER EVERYTHING THAT WAS

OFFERED TO ME� !ND YOU SAID YOU WANTED ME TOO��

@) DID� ) STILL DO� "UT MY SISTER HAS NO HEAD FOR POLITICS�

!PHRODITE DIDN�T THINK IT WAS IMPORTANT TO MENTION THAT�

WHILE YOU MAY HAVE BEEN TENDING SHEEP THAT DAY� YOU

WERE NOT A SHEPHERD BOY AS ) BELIEVED� BUT A PRINCE OF

4ROY�� 4HE OTHER (ELEN SPARED AN EXASPERATED SIGH FOR HER

SISTER AND THEN SHOOK HER HEAD� GIVING UP� @'OLDEN APPLES

AND STOLEN AFTERNOONS DON�T MATTER� ) CANNOT GO WITH YOU

TO 4ROY��
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3HE REACHED FOR HIM AGAIN� &OR A MOMENT� HE LOOKED

LIKE HE WANTED TO RESIST� BUT HE DIDN�T� (E TOOK HER HAND

AND PULLED HER TO HIM AS IF HE COULDN�T BRING HIMSELF TO

REJECT HER� EVEN WHEN HE WAS ANGRY�

@4HEN LET�S RUN AWAY� ,EAVE EVERYTHING BEHIND� 7E�LL

STOP BEING ROYALTY AND BECOME SHEPHERDS��

@4HERE�S NOTHING ) WANT MORE�� SHE SAID LONGINGLY�

@"UT NO MATTER WHERE WE GO� ) WOULD STILL BE A DAUGHTER OF

:EUS AND YOU A SON OF !POLLO��

@!ND IF WE HAD CHILDREN� THEY WOULD HAVE THE BLOOD

OF TWO /LYMPIANS�� HE SAID� IMPATIENCE MAKING HIS VOICE

HARSH� !PPARENTLY� HE�D HEARD THIS ARGUMENT MANY TIMES

ALREADY� @$O YOU REALLY BELIEVE THAT�S ENOUGH TO CREATE THE

4YRANT� 4HE PROPHECY SAYS SOMETHING ABOUT MIXING THE

BLOOD OF FOUR HOUSES THAT ARE DESCENDED FROM THE GODS�

7HATEVER THAT MEANS��

@) DON�T UNDERSTAND ANY OF THE PROPHECIES� BUT THE

PEOPLE FEAR ANY MIXING OF THE BLOOD OF THE GODS�� SHE

SAID� (ER VOICE DROPPED SUDDENLY� @4HEY�D CHASE US TO THE

ENDS OF THE %ARTH��

(E RANHISHANDSOVERHERBELLY� CUPPING ITPOSSESSIVELY�

@9OU COULD BE PREGNANT ALREADY� YOU KNOW��

3HE STOPPED HIS HANDS� (ER FACE WAS SAD AND n FOR JUST

A MOMENT n DESPERATE� @4HAT�S THE WORST THING THAT COULD

HAPPEN TO US��

@/R THE BEST��

@0ARIS� STOP�� (ELEN SAID lRMLY� @)T HURTS ME TO EVEN

THINK ABOUT IT��
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0ARIS NODDED AND TOUCHED HIS FOREHEAD TO HERS� @!ND

WHAT IF YOUR FOSTER FATHER� THE +ING OF 3PARTA� TRIES TOMARRY

YOU TO ONE OF THOSE 'REEK BARBARIANS LIKE -ENELAUS� (OW

MANY KINGS ARE ASKING FOR YOUR HAND NOW� )S IT TEN OR

TWENTY��

@) DON�T CARE� )�LL REFUSE THEM ALL�� THE OTHER (ELEN

SAID� 4HEN SHE CRACKED A SMILE� @)T�S NOT LIKE ANYONE CAN

FORCE ME��

0ARIS LAUGHED AND STARED INTO HER EYES� @.O� !LTHOUGH�

)�D LIKE TO SEE ONE OR TWO OF THEM TRY� ) WONDER IF 'REEKS

SMELL BETTER AFTER THEY�VE BEEN STRUCK BY LIGHTNING� 4HEY

CERTAINLY COULDN�T SMELL WORSE��

@) WOULDN�T KILL ANYONE WITH MY LIGHTNING�� SHE

CHUCKLED� TWINING HER ARMS ROUND HIS NECK AND

MOULDING HER BODY CLOSER TO HIS� @-AYBE JUST SINGE THEM

A BIT��

@/H� THEN PLEASE DON�TÐ 3INGED 'REEK SOUNDS LIKE IT

WOULD SMELL FAR WORSE THAN FULLY COOKED�� 0ARIS SAID� HIS

VOICE GROWING HEAVY AS HE SMILED AT HER� 3UDDENLY� THE

HUMOUR RAN OUT OF THEIR SHARED GAZE AND SORROW REPLACED

IT� @(OW AM ) GOING TO SAIL AWAY WITHOUT YOU IN THE

MORNING��

4HE OTHER (ELEN HAD NO ANSWER� (IS LIPS FOUND HERS�

AND HE THREADED HIS lNGERS THROUGH HER HAIR� TILTING HER

HEAD BACK AND TAKING HER WEIGHT AS SHE GAVE HERSELF UP TO

HIM� *UST LIKE ,UCAS DID�

(ELEN MISSED HIM SO MUCH SHE ACHED n EVEN IN

HER SLEEP� )T HURT SO MUCH SHE WOKE UP AND ROLLED OVER�
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GROANING AS SHE ACCIDENTALLY PUT TOO MUCH PRESSURE ON

HER HEALING BONES�

@(ELEN�� $APHNE ASKED SOFTLY� HER VOICE INCHES

AWAY FROM (ELEN IN THE DARKNESS� @$O YOU NEED ANY

THING��

@.O�� (ELEN REPLIED� AND LET HER SWOLLEN EYES DRIFT SHUT

AGAIN� 4HE DREAM THAT GREETED HER MADE HER WISH SHE�D

STAYED AWAKE� DESPITE HER INJURIES�

! TERRIlED WOMAN WAS STRUGGLING AGAINST A MASSIVE CLAW

THAT WAS WRAPPED ROUND HER WAIST� %NORMOUS WINGS�

FRINGED WITH FEATHERS EACH LARGER THAN A PERSON� BEAT

THE AIR AS THE GIANT BIRD HAULED HER INTO THE NIGHT SKY�

4HE SKYLINE OF .EW 9ORK #ITY mASHED PAST AS THE WOMAN

STRUGGLED�

(ELEN SAW THE BIRD TILT ITS BEAKED HEAD TO LOOK DOWN AT

THE WOMAN IN ITS TALONS� &OR THE BRIEFEST OF MOMENTS� THE

MENACING EYE OF THE EAGLE ROUNDED UNTIL IT WAS SHAPED

LIKE A MAN�S� (E HAD AMBER EYES� "LUE LIGHTNING mASHED

IN THE BLACK MIDDLE OF HIS PUPILS� 4HE EAGLE SCREAMED�

FREEZING (ELEN�S BLOOD AND SENDING SHIVERS THROUGH HER

SLEEPING BODY�

4HE %MPIRE 3TATE "UILDING ROSE UP IN FRONT OF THEM�

AND THEN (ELEN SAW NO MORE�

/RION�WAS SCREAMING�HIS BRAINS OUT�

(ELEN SHOT UP AT THE SOUND� SHOVED HER MOTHER ASIDE�

AND STARTED RUNNING� 3HE CHARGED DOWN THE DARK HALLWAY
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AND HALFWAY ACROSS THE ROOM� ,UCAS A BLUR AT HER SIDE�

BEFORE THE TWO OF THEM SUDDENLY PROCESSED THE SITUATION

AND FROZE�

@7HAT THE HELL�� (ECTOR ROARED FROM THE FOLDOUT

BED THAT WAS SET UP NEXT TO /RION�S� (E mIPPED ON A

LIGHT�

/RION WAS STANDING ON HIS MATTRESS� WEARING A PAIR

OF BRIEF SHORTS� POINTING AT A TINY� DARK lGURE CROUCHED IN

THE NARROW GAP BETWEEN THE TWO BEDS� )T WAS #ASSANDRA�

HUDDLED ON THE HARDWOOD mOOR WITH ONLY A PILLOW AND A

THIN BLANKET TO SLEEP ON�

@7HAT ARE YOU DOING DOWN THERE�� SEVERAL VOICES

CLAMOURED AT #ASSANDRA� #ASTOR� 0ALLAS AND $APHNE HAD

COME UP BEHIND (ELEN AND ,UCAS IN THE DOORWAY�

@9OU BIT MEÐ� /RION HOWLED� STILL DANCING ON THE BED�

FREAKING OUT� .OEL� +ATE AND #LAIRE� RUNNING AT A HUMAN

PACE� ARRIVED SHORTLY AND lLLED THE ROOM�

@)�M SORRYÐ� #ASSANDRA WAILED� @"UT YOU STEPPED ON

MEÐ�

@) THOUGHT YOU WERE A CAT UNTIL ) � � � ) NEARLY TOOK

YOUR HEAD OFFÐ ) COULD HAVE KILLED YOUÐ� /RION RAGED BACK

AT HER� OBLIVIOUS TO THE LARGE AUDIENCE� @$ON�T EVER SNEAK

UP ON MEÐ�

/RION SUDDENLY CLUTCHED HIS CHEST AND BENT DOUBLE

WITH PAIN� (ECTOR JUMPED UP TO GRAB HIM BEFORE HE FELL

DOWN n BUT NOT BEFORE EVERYONE SAW� /RION HAD TWO

FRESH WOUNDS ON HIS CHEST AND STOMACH FROM HIS lGHT

WITH !UTOMEDON� 4HEY WERE AN ANGRY RED� BUT HEALING
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FAST AND IN A FEW DAYS THEY WOULD DISAPPEAR COMPLETELY

AND LEAVE HIM UNMARKED� "UT WHAT CAUGHT EVERYONE�S

ATTENTION WASN�T THE NEW WOUNDS� IT WAS THE LONG SCARS

THAT MARRED HIS OTHERWISE PERFECT PHYSIQUE�

/NE CUT ACROSS HIS CHEST� AND ANOTHER WAS ON HIS LEFT

THIGH� !S HE SLUMPED AGAINST (ECTOR� HIS STRENGTH SPENT�

THEY ALL SAW THE WORST ONE ON HIS BACK� (ELEN STARED

AT THE GHASTLY BONEWHITE SEAM THAT RAN PARALLEL TO HIS

SPINE� )T LOOKED LIKE SOMEONE HAD TRIED TO HACK HIM IN

TWO FROM THE TOP DOWN� 3HE FELT ,UCAS TAKE HER HAND AND

SHE CLUNG TO IT� SQUEEZING BACK�

@%VERYONE OUTÐ� (ECTOR BARKED WHEN HE NOTICED THE

SHOCKED SILENCE AND THE STARES� 4ILTING HIS SHOULDERS�

HE TRIED TO HIDE /RION WITH HIS BODY� @9OU TOO� LITTLE

PEST�� HE SAID SOFTLY TO #ASSANDRA� STILL CROUCHED ON THE

mOOR�

@.O�� SHE PROTESTED� 4HE THICK� BLACK BRAID THAT SNAKED

DOWN HER BACK WAS COMING UNDONE IN WILD RUFmES� AND

HER FACE WAS A STUBBORN MASK OF ALABASTER SKIN� DARK EYES�

AND BRIGHT RED LIPS� @)�M STAYING HERE� (E MIGHT NEED

ME��

(ECTOR NODDED� GIVING #ASSANDRA HIS RELUCTANT

ASSENT� AND FOLDED /RION�S FAINTING BODY BACK INTO BED�

@'ET OUT�� HE SAID OVER HIS SHOULDER TO THE REST OF THEM�

QUIETLY THIS TIME� %VERYONE TURNED AT ONCE�

0ASSING THROUGH THE DOORWAY� (ELEN AND ,UCAS LEANED

TOWARDS EACH OTHER� BOTH OF THEM FEELING THEIR INJURIES

AGAIN AND NEEDING SUPPORT NOW THAT THE ADRENALINE RUSH
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HAD PASSED� "UT INSTEAD OF LETTING THE TWO OF THEM HELP

EACH OTHER� 0ALLAS CAUGHT ,UCAS� AND $APHNE PROPPED UP

(ELEN� PULLING THEM APART�

@$ID YOU KNOW ABOUT THOSE�� ,UCAS ASKED BEFORE THEY

WERE LED AWAY IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS�

@.O� )�VE NEVER SEEN HIM WITHOUT HIS CLOTHES ON�� SHE

ANSWERED� TOO SHOCKED TO BE ANYTHING BUT BLUNT� 3HE

HAD SEEN -ORPHEUS AS /RION HALF NAKED� SHE REMINDED

HERSELF� BUT NOT /RION HIMSELF� ,UCAS NODDED� HIS FACE

SHADOWED WITH CONCERN�

@"ACK TO BED� (ELEN�� HER MOTHER SAID STERNLY� AND

URGED HER TO TURN�

(ELEN LET HER MOTHER LAY HER DOWN NEXT TO !RIADNE�S

SLACK FORM� !S SHE SHUT HER EYES AND TRIED TO FALL BACK

ASLEEP� SHE HEARD .OEL AND #ASTOR SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER

IN THE NEXT ROOM� &OR A MOMENT� (ELEN TRIED TO BLOCK

IT OUT AND GIVE THEM SOME PRIVACY� BUT THE URGENCY OF

THEIR VOICES WOULDN�T ALLOW EVEN A MORTAL WITH NORMAL

HEARING TO IGNORE THEM�

@(OW DID HE GET THOSE SCARS� #AZ�� .OEL ASKED� HER

VOICE TREMBLING� @)�VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT� !ND

)�VE SEEN PLENTY��

@4HE ONLY WAY FOR A 3CION TO SCAR LIKE THAT IS FOR IT TO

HAPPEN BEFORE HE OR SHE COMES OF AGE�� #ASTOR SAID� TRYING

TO KEEP HIS VOICE DOWN�

@"UT OUR BOYS FOUGHT ALL THE TIME WHEN THEY WERE

LITTLE� 2EMEMBER *ASON�S JAVELIN PINNING ,UCAS TO THE

CEILING THAT TIME� 4HEY DON�T HAVE ONE SCAR BETWEEN THE
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THREE OF THEM�� .OEL SNAPPED� TOO UPSET TO TAKE #ASTOR�S

CUE TO BE QUIET�

@/UR BOYS ALWAYS HAD PLENTY OF FOOD AND A CLEAN PLACE

TO HEAL AFTER THEY BEAT EACH OTHER UP��

@!ND /RION DIDN�T� )S THAT WHAT YOU�RE SAYING�� .OEL�S

VOICE BROKE�

@.O� (E PROBABLY DIDN�T��

(ELEN HEARD THE SOUND OF RUSTLING FABRIC� FOLLOWED BY

DEEP SIGHS� LIKE #ASTOR WAS PULLING .OEL CLOSE AGAINST HIS

CHEST�

@4HOSE SCARS MEAN THAT /RION WAS VERY YOUNG WHEN

THAT WAS DONE TO HIM� !ND AFTERWARDS� HE MUST HAVE

STARVED THROUGH HIS HEAL WITHOUT ANYTHING TO EAT OR

DRINK OR ANYONE TO CARE FOR HIM� 9OU�VE NEVER SEEN THOSE

SCARS ON A 3CION BEFORE BECAUSE MOST WOULDN�T SURVIVE

WHAT IT TAKES TO GET THEM��

(ELEN GRITTED HER TEETH AND TURNED HER FACE INTO HER

PILLOW� KNOWING EVERYONE ON THE TOP mOOR HAD HEARD THE

EXCHANGE BETWEEN .OEL AND #ASTOR� (ER FACE GOT HOT AS

SHE THOUGHT ABOUT HOW THEY WERE ALL PROBABLY JUDGING

/RION n PITYING THE ABUSED AND ABANDONED LITTLE BOY THAT

HE ONCE WAS�

(E DESERVED BETTER THAN THAT� (E DESERVED LOVE� NOT

PITY� (ELEN ALSO KNEW THAT HER MOTHER WAS WATCHING HER

WHILE SHE TRIED� AND FAILED� NOT TO WEEP WITH PITY FOR THAT

LITTLE BOY HERSELF� 3HE PULLED THE COVERS OVER HER HEAD�

$APHNE LET HER CRY HERSELF BACK INTO A DEEP SLEEP�
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(ELEN SAW HER OTHER SELF GETTING KICKED DOWN A DUSTY

STREET BY AN ANGRY MOB�

4HE OTHER (ELEN�S DRESS WAS TORN� COVERED IN DIRT AND

SMEARED WITH STAINS FROM THE ROTTEN FOOD THAT HAD BEEN

THROWN AT HER� "LOOD LEAKED FROM A HUGE GASH ON HER

HEAD� FROM HER MOUTH AND FROM THE HEELS OF HER HANDS

WHERE SHE HAD SCUFFED THEM ON THE GROUND AS SHE FELL

REPEATEDLY� 4HE MOB GATHERED AROUND HER� PICKING UP

STONES FROM THE SIDE OF THE ROAD AS THEY CLOSED IN�

! BLOND MAN� TWICE HER AGE AND MORE THAN TWICE

HER SIZE� RAN FORWARD TO BEAT HER WITH HIS lSTS n AS IF HIS

ANGER NEEDED A MORE IMMEDIATE OUTLET THAN JUST HURLING

A STONE� )T SEEMED HE HAD TO USE HIS OWN BODY TO HURT HER

IN ORDER TO FEEL SATISlED�

@) LOVED YOU MORE THAN ANYONEÐ 9OUR FOSTER FATHER

GAVE YOU TO MEÐ� HE SCREAMED� HALF OUT OF HIS MIND AS HE

HIT HER� (IS EYES BULGED AND SPITTLE mEW FROM HIS MOUTH

IN A WHITE SPRAY� @) WILL BEAT THE CHILD OUT OF YOU AND LOVE

YOU STILLÐ�

(ELEN COULD HEAR THE MOB MURMURING� @+ILL HER�

-ENELAUSÐ� AND� @3HE MAY CARRY THE 4YRANTÐ 9OU MUST NOT

TRY TO SPARE HERÐ�

4HE OTHER (ELEN DID NOT lGHT BACK OR USE HER

LIGHTNING TO DEFEND HERSELF AGAINST -ENELAUS� (ELEN

WATCHED HER OTHER SELF GET KNOCKED DOWN SO MANY TIMES

SHE LOST COUNT� BUT EACH TIME THE OTHER (ELEN GOT BACK

TO HER FEET AGAIN� (ELEN COULD HEAR THE THUMPING OF HIS

lSTS AGAINST HER BACK AND HEAR THE MAN GRUNTING WITH
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EXERTION� BUT THE OTHER (ELEN DID NOT CRY OUT OR PLEAD

FOR HIM TO STOP� 3HE MADE NO SOUND AT ALL� EXCEPT FOR THE

HUFlNG OF HER BREATH AS IT WAS KNOCKED OUT OF HER LUNGS

BY THE BLOWS HE DEALT�

(ELEN KNEW WHAT THOSE lSTS FELT LIKE� SHE EVEN KNEW

WHAT -ENELAUS SMELT LIKE AS HE BEAT HER� 3HE REMEMBERED

IT�

&INALLY� -ENELAUS FELL TO HIS KNEES� UNABLE TO BEAT

HER ANY LONGER� 4HE OTHER (ELEN WAS SIMPLY TOO STRONG

TO DIE BY HIS HAND� THOUGH IT WAS CLEAR TO (ELEN THAT

DYING WAS WHAT THE OTHER (ELEN HAD INTENDED TO DO ALL

ALONG�

7HEN THE lRST STONE STRUCK HER� SHE DID NOT COWER OR

TRY TO COVER HERSELF� -ORE STONES FOLLOWED� BATTERING HER

FROM ALL SIDES� UNTIL THE MOB RAN OUT OF STONES TO THROW�

"UT STILL THE OTHER (ELEN DID NOT DIE� &RIGHTENED NOW� THE

MOB BEGAN TO BACK AWAY�

! SICKENED HUSH FELL OVER THE CROWD AS THEY WATCHED

THE GRUESOME SPECTACLE THEY HAD CREATED� 3TILL ALIVE�

THE OTHER (ELEN TWITCHED AND mAILED AMID THE PILEDUP

STONES� HER SKIN PULPY AND RAGGED OVER HER BROKEN BONES�

3HE STARTED HUMMING SOFTLY TO HERSELF n A GROANING TUNE

SUNG IN DESPERATION TO KEEP HER MIND OFF THE UNBEARABLE

PAIN SHE WAS IN� 3HE ROCKED BACK AND FORTH� UNSTEADY AS

A DRUNK� 3HE WAS UNABLE TO lND RELIEF IN ANY POSITION�

BUT SHE SWAYED AS SHE HUMMED TO COMFORT HERSELF AS BEST

SHE COULD� (ELEN REMEMBERED THE PAIN� 3HE WISHED SHE

DIDN�T�
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4HE CROWD BEGAN TO WHISPER� @"EHEAD HER� )T�S THE

ONLY WAY� 3HE WON�T DIE UNLESS WE BEHEAD HER��

@9ES� GET A SWORD�� THE OTHER (ELEN CALLED OUT WEAKLY�

THE WORDS GARBLED IN HER RUINED MOUTH� @) BEG YOU��

@3OMEONE HAVE MERCY AND KILL HERÐ� A WOMAN SHOUTED

DESPERATELY� AND THE MOB TOOK UP THE CRY� @! SWORDÐ 7E

NEED A SWORDÐ�

! YOUNG MAN� HARDLY MORE THAN A BOY� STRODE OUT OF

THE CROWD� TEARS STREAMING DOWN HIS PALE FACE AT THE SIGHT

OF THE OTHER (ELEN� (E UNSHEATHED HIS SWORD� SWUNG IT

HIGH OVER HIS HEAD AND BROUGHT IT DOWN ON THE GORY MESS

AT HIS FEET�

! SLENDER ARM KNOCKED THE BLADE OUT OF THE WAY

BEFORE IT COULD STRIKE�

! WOMAN APPEARED� BATHED IN GOLDEN LIGHT� HER SHAPE

CHANGING REPEATEDLY� 3HE WAS YOUNG AND OLD� FAT AND

THIN� DARKSKINNED AND FAIR� )N AN INSTANT� SHE WAS EVERY

WOMAN IN THE WORLD� AND ALL OF THEM WERE BEAUTIFUL� "Y

CHOICE� IT SEEMED� HER SHAPE SETTLED ON ONE THAT LOOKED

VERY SIMILAR TO (ELEN�S�

@-Y SISTERÐ� SHE SCREAMED PATHETICALLY� SCOOPING THE

INJURED GIRL UP OUT OF THE RUBBLE� 3OBBING� !PHRODITE

CRADLED THE OTHER (ELEN IN HER ARMS� WIPING BLOOD FROM

HER FACE WITH HER SHIMMERING VEIL�

4HE CROWD SHRANK BACK AS THE GODDESS WEPT� THEIR

EMOTIONS CAPTURED BY HER MAGIC� (ELEN COULD SEE THEIR

FACES TURNING INTO MASKS OF SORROW AS THEIR HEARTS BROKE

ALONG WITH !PHRODITE�S�



��

@,ET ME GO�� THE OTHER (ELEN BEGGED THE GODDESS�

@.EVER�� !PHRODITE VOWED� @) WOULD RATHER SEE A CITY

BURN TO THE GROUND THAN LOSE YOU�� 4HE OTHER (ELEN

TRIED TO ARGUE� BUT !PHRODITE QUIETED HER AND STOOD UP�

CRADLING HER CLOSE� AS SHE WOULD A BABY�

4HE GODDESS OF LOVE FACED THE MOB� GLARING AT THEM�

(ER EYES AND MOUTH GLOWED AS SHE CURSED THEM ALL IN A

THUNDEROUS VOICE�

@) ABANDON THIS PLACE� .O MAN SHALL FEEL DESIRE� AND

NO WOMAN SHALL BEAR FRUIT� 9OU WILL ALL DIE UNLOVED AND

CHILDLESS��

(ELEN HEARD THE PLEAS OF THE CROWD BENEATH HER AS

SHE FELT HERSELF SOARING UP INTO THE AIR ALONG WITH THE

GODDESS� 4HEY WERE TENTATIVE� CONFUSED AT lRST� 3OON THE

PLEAS TURNED INTO WAILING AS THE CROWD UNDERSTOOD HOW

DARK THEIR FUTURES HAD BECOME WITH A FEW WORDS FROM AN

ANGRY GODDESS� !PHRODITE mEW OUT OVER THE WATER WITH

HER BELOVED SISTER IN HER ARMS� LEAVING THE CURSED PLACE

BEHIND�

&AR OUT ON THE HORIZON WAS THE MAST OF A GREAT SHIP n

A 4ROJAN SHIP� (ELEN REMEMBERED� 4HE GODDESS mEW

STRAIGHT TO IT� CARRYING BOTH OF THE (ELENS WITH HER�

-ATT LOOKED OUT AT THE DARK HORIZON� 4HE WIND OFF THE

WATER WAS COLD� AND THE SKY WAS SO FULL OF STARS THAT IT

LOOKED LIKE A CITY DANGLING UPSIDE DOWN IN MIDAIR� (E�D

JUST SURVIVED THE LONGEST TWO DAYS OF HIS LIFE� BUT -ATT

WASN�T TIRED� .OT PHYSICALLY� ANYWAY� (IS MUSCLES DIDN�T
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ACHE� AND HIS LEGS DIDN�T DRAG� )N FACT� HE�D NEVER FELT

BETTER�IN HIS LIFE�

-ATT LOOKED DOWN AT THE ANCIENT DAGGER IN HIS HAND�

)T WAS MADE OF BRONZE� AND EVEN THOUGH IT WAS MIND

BOGGLINGLY OLD� IT WAS STILL RAZOR SHARP AND BALANCED

PERFECTLY FROM TANG TO HILT� -ATT HELD THE PRETTY THING

ACROSS HIS PALM AND WATCHED IT SETTLE INTO THE MUSCLES OF

HIS HAND LIKE ONE WAS MADE FOR THE OTHER� "UT WHICH FOR

WHICH� HE THOUGHT BITTERLY�

:ACH�S BLOOD HAD BEEN WASHED OFF THE EDGES� BUT

-ATT STILL IMAGINED HE COULD SEE IT� 3OMEONE -ATT

HAD KNOWN HIS WHOLE LIFE HAD DIED WITH THIS DAGGER

IN HIS HEART BEFORE BEQUEATHING IT TO -ATT� "UT LONG

AGO IT HAD BELONGED TO ANOTHER� MUCH MORE FAMOUS

MASTER�

4HE 'REEKS BELIEVED THAT A HERO�S SOUL WAS IN HIS

ARMOUR� 4HE )LIAD AND THE /DYSSEY TOLD OF WARRIORS WHO

HAD FOUGHT TO THE DEATH OVER ARMOUR� 3OME HAD EVEN

DISHONOURED THEMSELVES TO GET THEIR HANDS ON THE SWORDS

AND BREASTPLATES OF THE GREATEST HEROES IN ORDER TO ABSORB

THAT HERO�S SOUL AND SKILL� !JAX THE 'REATER� ONE OF THE

MOST REVERED lGHTERS ON THE 'REEK SIDE OF THE 4ROJAN

7AR� HAD GONE ON A RAMPAGE TO POSSESS (ECTOR�S ARMOUR�

7HEN !JAX WOKE FROM HIS MADNESS� HE WAS SO HORRIlED

WITH HOW HE�D TARNISHED HIS GOOD NAME THAT HE FELL ON HIS

OWN SWORD AND KILLED HIMSELF� -ATT HAD ALWAYS PUZZLED

OVER THAT PART IN THE )LIAD� (E WOULD NEVER HAVE FOUGHT

OVER ARMOUR� NOT EVEN IF IT MEANT HE COULD BECOME THE
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GREATEST WARRIOR THE WORLD HAD EVER KNOWN� (E WASN�T

INTERESTED IN GLORY�

-ATT TOSSED THE DAGGER AS FAR OUT INTO THE CHURNING

WATER AS HE COULD� )T mEW� END OVER END� FOR A VERY LONG

TIME� (E WATCHED IT MOVING AWAY FROM HIM� IMPOSSIBLY

FAR AND FAST� -ANY SECONDS LATER� -ATT COULD HEAR THE

FAINT SPLASHING NOISE THE DAGGER MADE WHEN IT HIT THE

WATER� DESPITE THE ROAR OF THE SURF�

)T WAS HUMANLY IMPOSSIBLE TO THROW ANYTHING THAT

FAR� AND DOUBLY SO TO HEAR IT SPLASH DOWN� -ATT HAD

ALWAYS RELIED ON LOGIC TO SOLVE HIS PROBLEMS� AND LOGIC

WAS TELLING HIM SOMETHING SO UNBELIEVABLE THAT LOGIC NO

LONGER APPLIED�

(E HAD SECRETLY WISHED FOR THIS� "UT NOT LIKE THIS� .OT

IF THIS WAS THE ROLE HE WAS MEANT TO PLAY� -ATT DIDN�T

EVEN UNDERSTAND� � � � 7HY HIM� (E�D LEARNED TO lGHT

BECAUSE HE WANTED TO HELP HIS FRIENDS� NOT BECAUSE HE

WANTED TO HURT ANYONE� -ATT HAD ONLY EVER WANTED TO

PROTECT PEOPLE WHO COULDN�T PROTECT THEMSELVES� (E WAS

NOT A KILLER� (E WAS NOTHING LIKE THE lRST MAN TO EVER

OWN THE DAGGER�

! WAVE TURNED OVER AT -ATT�S FEET� LEAVING SOMETHING

BRIGHT AND GLITTERY BEHIND ON THE SAND� (E DIDN�T HAVE TO

PICK IT UP TO KNOW WHAT IT WAS� 4HREE TIMES HE HAD TOSSED

THE DAGGER OUT INTO THE OCEAN� AND THREE TIMES IT HAD

RETURNED TO HIM IMPOSSIBLY FAST�

4HE &ATES HAD THEIR EYES ON HIM NOW� AND THERE WAS

NOWHERE FOR -ATT TO HIDE�
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4HE SHIP HAD SQUARE WHITE SAILS� !BOVE THEM� SNAPPING

IN THE WIND FROM THE TALLEST MAST� WAS A RED TRIANGULAR

PENNANT EMBOSSED WITH A GOLDEN SUN� 2OW AFTER ROW

OF OARS STUCK OUT FROM THE SIDES OF THE SHIP� %VEN FROM

THE AIR� (ELEN COULD HEAR THE RHYTHMIC THUMPING OF A

KETTLEDRUM� SOUNDING�OUT THE�TEMPO OF THE�STROKES�

4HE WATER WAS NOT THE BROODING NAVY BLUE OF THE

!TLANTIC BUT A CLEAR� STARTLING BLUE n THE SAME JEWELBLUE

AS ,UCAS�S EYES� !ZURE� (ELEN THOUGHT� 3TILL CLINGING TO

CONSCIOUSNESS� THE OTHER (ELEN MOANED IN !PHRODITE�S

ARMS AS THE GODDESS BROUGHT HER DOWN TO THE SHIP�S DECK�

!S !PHRODITE LANDED� FRIGHTENED VOICES CRIED OUT�

&ROM THE PLACE OF COMMAND BEHIND THE TILLER� A LARGE

MAN STEPPED FORWARD� (ELEN KNEW HIM INSTANTLY�

(ECTOR� (E LOOKED EXACTLY THE SAME� EXCEPT FOR HIS

HAIR AND THE STYLE OF DRESS� 4HIS (ECTOR KEPT HIS HAIR

LONGER THAN THE ONE (ELEN KNEW IN .ANTUCKET� AND HE

WORE A BRIEF LINEN GARMENT TIED ROUND HIS WAIST WITH A

LEATHER BELT� ,EATHER STRAPS WERE WRAPPED AROUND HIS

HANDS� AND A THICK� GOLD ORNAMENT ENCIRCLED HIS NECK�

%VEN HALF NAKED HE LOOKED LIKE ROYALTY�

@!ENEAS�� (ECTOR CALLED OVER HIS SHOULDER AS HE STARED

DOWN DISBELIEVINGLY AT THE BLOODY MESS IN !PHRODITE�S

ARMS� ! CARBON COPY OF /RION� MINUS THE DISlGURING

SCAR ACROSS HIS BARE CHEST AND BACK� STEPPED FORWARD AND

STOOD AT ATTENTION AT (ECTOR�S RIGHT SHOULDER� @'O BELOW

AND WAKE MY BROTHERS��
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@(URRY� MY SON�� !PHRODITE WHISPERED TO !ENEAS�

@!ND BRING HONEY�� (E NODDED RESPECTFULLY TO HIS MOTHER

AND STRODE OFF� BUT HIS GAZE STAYED ON THE OTHER (ELEN AS

HE MOVED PAST� (IS FACE WAS DRAWN WITH SADNESS�

@7ATERÐ� (ECTOR BARKED� AND MANY FEET MARCHED OFF

AT ONCE TO OBEY HIM� (ALF A MOMENT LATER� 0ARIS RAN UP

FROM BELOWDECKS� WITH *ASON ONE STEP BEHIND� ,IKE THE

OTHER ANCIENT VERSIONS OF THE MEN SHE KNEW� *ASON LOOKED

EXACTLY THE SAME� APART FROM THE CLOTHES HE WORE�

! STRANGE� CHOKEDOFF CRY BURST OUT OF 0ARIS WHEN HE

REALIZED WHAT HE WAS LOOKING AT� AND HE RAN TO THE OTHER

(ELEN ON UNSTEADY LEGS� (IS HANDS SHOOK AS HE TOOK

HER FROM !PHRODITE� HIS FACE BLANCHING UNDER HIS DEEP

TAN�

@4ROILUS�� (ECTOR SAID TO *ASON� INDICATING WITH HIS

CHIN FOR HIS YOUNGEST BROTHER TO TAKE THE BUCKET OF WATER

THAT HAD JUST ARRIVED� 4HE OTHER (ELEN PUSHED WEAKLY AT

0ARIS�S CHEST WHEN HE TRIED TO BRING WATER TO HER LIPS�

@7HAT HAPPENED� ,ADY�� 4ROILUS ASKED !PHRODITE

WHEN IT WAS CLEAR THAT 0ARIS WOULDN�T� OR COULDN�T� SPEAK�

@-ENELAUS AND HIS CITY TURNED ON HER WHEN THEY

FOUND OUT ABOUT THE BABY�� THE GODDESS SAID SIMPLY�

0ARIS�S HEAD SNAPPED UP� HIS FACE FROZENWITH DISBELIEF�

(ECTOR AND !ENEAS SHARED A BRIEF� DESPERATE LOOK AND

THEN BOTH GLANCED DOWN AT 0ARIS�

@$ID YOU KNOW� BROTHER�� (ECTOR ASKED GENTLY�

@) HOPED�� HE ADMITTED� HIS VOICE HUSHED WITH

EMOTION� @3HE LIED TO ME��



��

!LL THE MEN BUT 0ARIS NODDED� LIKE THEY COULD

UNDERSTAND (ELEN�S CHOICE�

@4HE 4YRANT�� !ENEAS BARELY WHISPERED THE WORD� BUT

IT WAS OBVIOUS THEY WERE ALL THINKING IT� @-OTHER� (OW

DID -ENELAUS lND OUT THAT (ELEN WAS PREGNANT��

!PHRODITE TENDERLY BRUSHED HER lNGERTIPS ACROSS HER

HALFSISTER�S SHOULDER� @(ELEN WAITED FOR YOUR SHIP TO CLEAR

THE HORIZON AND THEN SHE TOLD -ENELAUS HERSELF��

0ARIS STARTED SHAKING ALL OVER� @7HY�� HE ASKED THE

OTHER (ELEN� HIS VOICE HIGH WITH THE EFFORT TO HOLD BACK

TEARS� 4HE OTHER (ELEN RAN HER BLOODY HAND ACROSS 0ARIS�S

CHEST� TRYING TO SOOTHE HIM�

@)�M SORRY�� SHE WHISPERED� AND PUT HER HAND ON HER

BELLY� @) TRIED� BUT ) COULDN�T DO IT� ) COULDN�T KILL USMYSELF��

4ROILUS LEANED AGAINST HIS BROTHER� PROPPING HIM UP

AS THEY ALL REGARDED (ELEN WITH A MIXTURE OF AWE AND

DISMAY�

@$ON�T MOURN� 0ARIS� 9OUR BABY LIVES�� !PHRODITE SAID�

@3HE WILL GROW TO LOOK JUST LIKE OUR BEAUTIFUL (ELEN� AND

HER DAUGHTER WILL GROW TO LOOK JUST LIKE HER MOTHER n AND

SO ON AND SO ON FOR AS LONG AS THE LINE LASTS� ) HAVE SEEN

TO IT� SO THAT EVEN AFTER MY HALFMORTAL SISTER IS GONE )

MAY ALWAYS LOOK UPON THE FACE THAT ) LOVE BEST IN THIS

WORLD��

4HE GOLDEN GLOW OF THE GODDESS BRIGHTENED� AND SHE

REGARDED THE MEN OF 4ROY ONE AT A TIME� HER VOICE TAKING

ON THE TIMBRE OF QUIET THUNDER ROLLING IN THE DISTANCE�

@9OU MUST ALL SWEAR TO ME THAT YOU WILL PROTECT MY



��

SISTER AND HER CHILD� )F (ELEN AND HER LINE OF DAUGHTERS

DIE� THERE WILL BE NOTHING ON %ARTH FOR ME TO LOVE�� SHE

SAID� HER EYES FALLING APOLOGETICALLY ON HER SON� !ENEAS�

FOR A MOMENT BEFORE THEY HARDENED AGAINST HIM� (E

DROPPED HIS HEAD WITH A WOUNDED LOOK� AND !PHRODITE

TURNED TO (ECTOR� @!S LONG AS MY SISTER AND HER LINE OF

DAUGHTERS LASTS� THERE WILL BE LOVE IN THE WORLD� ) SWEAR IT

ON THE 2IVER 3TYX� "UT IF YOU LET MY SISTER DIE� (ECTOR OF

4ROY� SON OF !POLLO� ) WILL LEAVE THIS WORLD AND TAKE LOVE

ITSELF AWAY WITH ME��

(ECTOR�S EYES CLOSED FOR A MOMENT AS THE ENORMITY

OF THE GODDESS�S DECREE SANK IN� 7HEN HE OPENED THEM

AGAIN� THE LOOK HE GAVE WAS ONE OF DEFEAT� 7HAT CHOICE

DID THEY HAVE� (E GLANCED AROUND AT HIS BROTHERS AND

AT !ENEAS� ALL OF THEM SILENTLY AGREEING THAT THEY COULD

NOT SAY NO� DESPITE THE CONSEQUENCES THAT WERE SURE TO

FOLLOW�

@7E SWEAR IT� ,ADY�� (ECTOR SAID HEAVILY�

@.O� SISTER� $ON�T� -ENELAUS AND !GAMEMNON HAVE

SWORN A PACT WITH THE OTHER 'REEK KINGS� 4HEY WILL COME

TO 4ROY WITH ALL THEIR ARMIES�� THE OTHER (ELEN MOANED

URGENTLY�

@9ES� THEY WILL� !ND WE WILL lGHT THEM�� 0ARIS SAID

DARKLY� AS IF HE WERE ALREADY FACING THE WARSHIPS THAT

WOULD INEVITABLY SAIL TO THEIR SHORES� (E LIFTED HER UP�

AND SHE STRUGGLED LAMELY IN HIS ARMS�

@$ROP ME OVER THE SIDE AND LET ME DROWN�� SHE

PLEADED� @0LEASE� %ND THIS BEFORE IT BEGINS��



��

0ARIS DIDN�T ANSWER HER� (OLDING HER UP HIGH IN HIS

ARMS TO KEEP HER CLOSE� HE CARRIED HER BELOWDECKS TO HIS

BUNK� 4HE OTHER (ELEN lNALLY LOST CONSCIOUSNESS� AND

(ELEN�S VISIT TO THIS TERRIBLE DREAM OR VISION OR WHATEVER

IT WAS ENDED ABRUPTLY AS SHE FELL BACK INTO A NATURAL SLEEP�
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