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Charles Chilton created Riders of the Range for BBC radio. Set in the Wild West, it quickly built a big
following in living rooms up and down the country. So it was a neat idea of Eagle to tap into an
established market. To all intents and purposes Jeff Arnold was Dan Dare on horseback and it is

interesting to see how much they resemble each other in both look and character.

The Eagle was keen to keep the youth of Britain active, healthy and
fit for anything. Under the general banner of ‘instructional sport’
items came out on all aspects of physical activity.These covered vital

skills such as the best fielding positions in cricket, how to improve your
dribbling in football, and how to overcome an opponent by gripping his
nose. On land and in the water the Eagle made sure that boys up and down
the country would be at the forefront of all the latest techniques.This even
extended to practising your swimming on dry land, in fact, on a table.Who
needs water? 
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F LY I N G  W I N G
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R E A D E R S  L E T T E R S
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T H E  D O M E  O F  D I S C O V E R Y
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PC49 was created for radio by Alan Stranks and told stories in

the everyday life of Police Constable Archibald Berkeley-

Willoughby.As well as being broadcast over the airwaves and

getting picked up by Eagle, there were two films made

featuring the popular PC. In the first, snappily titled ‘The

Adventures of P.C. 49: Investigating the Case of the Guardian

Angel’, our hero was played by Hugh Latimer. He had a long

career as a jobbing actor. In 1957 Latimer appeared in an

episode of Dixon of Dock Green, in 1972 he showed up in 

New Scotland Yard, and in 1980 he saw how times had changed

when he was cast in Juliet Bravo.

T H E  E A G L E
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Travelling the universe, saving the world and the human race,

time and again Dan Dare and his crew always fall back on

home comforts. In this penultimate instalment of ‘the Venus

story’, the team are desperate for the basics of life, and maybe their

choices tell the reader a little about each one. Sir Hubert desires a

bath; Dan, food; Professor Peabody (the only regular young female

character), clothes; and good old Digby, sleep. The central panel,

signed by Frank Hampson himself, shows the crew tucking in to a 

Theron feast.
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T H E K I N G S P E A K S

T H E  F I F T I E ST H E  E A G L E
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Large of head, and therefore enormous

of brain, The Mekon was Dan Dare’s

most enduring enemy. Intelligent

beyond the wildest imaginings of Man he had

an ego to match the size of his dome and, of

course, like all the best villains, it was this that

enabled him to be defeated. Floating around

on what looks like a Subbuteo base, The

Mekon ruled the Treens with an iron will. Dan

came up against him on many occasions and,

although he was always defeated in the end, he

always came back for more, the ultimate

recidivist.

The occasional use of real photographs in the

‘Dan Dare’ stories added to its allure. It

brought a sense of reality to the adventures

that had never been seen before. From the reader’s point

of view, it meant that these people were real, they must

be, there’s a photograph of Sir Hubert. It’s actually Frank

Hampson’s dad, but don’t tell anyone.
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