CATCHING
LifE By THE
THROAT



Also by Josephine Hart

Damage
Sin
Oblivion

The Stillest Day
The Reconstructionist



CATCHING
LIFE BY THE
THROAT

HOW TO READ
POETRY AND WHY

JOSEPHINE HART

vvvvvv



VIRAGO
First published in Great Britain in 2006 by Virago Press

This compilation and introductory material Copyright
© Josephine Hart 2006

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

Complimentary CD, recording copyright (p) British Library. Performances, in
running order, by: Ralph Fiennes, Juliet Stevenson, Edward Fox, lan
McDiarmid, Helen McCrory, Roger Moore, Harold Pinter, Elizabeth

McGovern, Harriet Walter, Bob Geldof and Sinead Cusack

Photograph credits: W.H. Auden © Getty Images, Emily Dickinson © Getty
Images, T.S. Eliot © National Portrait Gallery, London, Rudyard Kipling ©
Roger Viollet/Getty Images, Philip Larkin © estate of Fay Godwin/National
Portrait Gallery, London, Marianne Moore © Getty Images, Sylvia Plath ©
Corbis, William Butler Yeats © National Portrait Gallery, London

Copyright Acknowledgements on pages 217-220 constitute an
extension of this copyright page.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, without the
prior permission in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise
circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which
it is published and without a similar condition including this
condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library.

ISBN-13: 978-1-84408-392-3
ISBN-10: 1-84408-392-6

Typeset in Goudy by M Rules
Printed and bound in Great Britain by
Clays Ltd, St Ives plc

Virago Press
An imprint of
Little, Brown Book Group
Brettenham House
Lancaster Place
London WC2E 7EN

A Member of the Hachette Livre Group of Companies

www.virago.co.uk



This book is dedicated to the Art of the Actor
and to
the Poets who have shaped my life






CONTENTS

Acknowledgements
Introduction

W.H. AUDEN: Truth Out of Time

Musée des Beaux Arts

As | Walked Out One Evening
September 1, 1939

Song of the Devil

O Tell Me the Truth About Love
The Love Feast

If I Could Tell You

In Memory of W. B. Yeats

EMILY DICKINSON: Heavenly Hurt
My Life had stood — a Loaded Gun —

The Soul selects her own Society —

Success is counted sweetest

I heard a Fly buzz — when I died —

There’s a certain Slant of Light

Because I could not stop for Death —

After greater pain, a formal feeling comes —
My life closed twice before its close —

T.S.ELIOT: [ Gotta Use Words When | Talk to you

The Love Song of ]. Alfred Prufrock
Portrait of a Lady

The Hollow Men

The Waste Land II. A Game of Chess

xiii

15
16
19
23
25
27
29
30

33

41
42
e
44
45
46
41
48

49

61
66
71
75



RUDYARD KIPLING: Word Warrior

The Female Of The Species

The ‘Mary Gloster’

Recessional

The Gods of the Copybook Headings
Danny Deever

Tommy

The Children

Epitaphs of the War

PHILIP LARKIN: Too Clever to Live?

Poetry of Departures

I Remember, | Remember
This Be The Verse

Vers de Société

Mr Bleaney

Church Going

The Whitsun Weddings
Dockery and Son

MARIANNE MOORE: Poetry . . . I. Too. Dislike It

The Mind Is an Enchanting Thing
We All Know It

Silence

To Be Liked by You Would Be a Calamity

Roses Only

‘I Like a Horse but [ Have a Fellow Feeling for a Mule’

Spenser’s Ireland

We Call Them the Brave

79

87
90
97
99
102
104
106
108

117

125
127
129
130
132
134
137
140

143

151
153
154
155
156
157
158
161



SYLVIA PLATH: The Woman is Perfected

Mushrooms

The Colossus

Two Views of a Cadaver Room
The Applicant

Death and Co.

Daddy

Lady Lazarus

Edge

WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS: A Pity Beyond All Telling

The Pity of Love

The Folly of Being Comforted
Friends

Before the World was made
Easter, 1916

The Municipal Gallery Re-visited
Adam’s Curse

The Circus Animals’ Desertion

Actors’ Notes

Copyright Acknowledgements
Source Notes

Index of First Lines

163

171
173
175
176
178
180
183
187

189

197
198
199
200
201
204
207
209

213
217
221
237



